The Holy Communion
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 11, 2022



WELCOME TO BETHANY LUTHER AN CHURCH

Welcome

In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome you as we gather to hear God’s holy Word and celebrate the meal
of Holy Communion. We are blessed by your presence. As God welcomes all people through the saving
grace of Jesus, so do we seek to welcome all God’s people to be together in Christ — to love, to grow, and
to serve.

Should you have no church home, you are invited to consider Bethany. If you have questions for the pastor
or church office, please call at 630.879.3444 or visit our website at www.bethanybatavia.org. Welcome!

Assistance in Worship
For those who find it difficult to stand or prefer to sit during any part of the setvice, please feel free to
remain seated.

Children’s Resources
Children’s worship bulletins are available in the narthex and from the ushers.

Nursery

While not staffed, the nursery is open for parents who may find it helpful. The nursery is located on the
sanctuary level, where you will find a changing table, rocking chair and some toys. You can still hear the
wortship service through a speaker in the room. Ask an usher if you need assistance.

Cell Phones and Pagers

Please silence all cell phones and pagers. Thank you.

Coffee Hour
Thank you to the Bethany Staff for hosting Coffee Hour after setvice today in Fellowship Hall. Please
join us.

Flowers
Today’s Altar flowers ate given by Bill and Debbie Gartison in celebration of the Diakonia graduation of
Debbie Garrison and Norma Potempa.

Holy Communion

In Holy Communion the crucified and risen Chtist is ptesent, giving his true body and blood as food and
drink. All baptized Christians are invited to the table whete Christ himself is host. If you desire to be
baptized, ot to learn more about Holy Baptism, please speak to the pastor.

As We Gather:

The greatest commandments have to do with love of God and love of neighbor. Today we celebrate the
graduation of our Metropolitan Chicago Synod Diakonia students. The word, diakonia, is a Christian the-
ological term from the ancient Greek language that encompasses the call to serve the poor and the op-
pressed. In medieval Rome, the diaconia was an establishment built near a church building for the care of
the poor and distribution of the church’s charity. Out students graduating today embody the concept of
loving God and others by answering the call to serve their brothets and sisters, especially those who ate
the most vulnerable. We celebrate their ministry, while remembering that this is a call which God extends
to all of us everyday...



+ GATHERING -+

PRELUDE: Prelude and Fugue 1n B flat Major

We stand.
PROCESSIONAL: Here I am Lord

J. S. Bach

ELW #574
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I  have wept for love of them. They turn a - way.
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall 1 send?”
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall 1 send?””
I will give my life to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
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Texr Daniel L. Schulte, b. 1'M6
Music: HERETAM, LLORD, Danicl L. Schutie
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbots as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

L Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to out sins
but delights in granting pardon and metcy.
In the name of T Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.

C Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spitit be with you all.

C And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE: Salvation Belongs to Our God
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Letus pray.
O God, through the ages you have called us to service in your chutch. Let your blessing
rest upon those who have answered this call. Grant them understanding of the Gospel,
sincetity of purpose, diligence in ministry, and the beauty of life in Chtist, that many
people will be served and your name be glorified; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
We sit.

+ WORD +

FIRST READING: Numbers 6:22-27

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall
bless the Israclites: You shall say to them,

The LORD bless you and keep you;

the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;

the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.

L  Wortd of God, wotd of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PsALM 130
The choir sings the Refrain oncey the congregation repeats and joins in sinving as indicated,
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Out of the depths I have cried to You. O Lord, hear my voice.
Refrain

With my whole heart I want to praise You. O Lord, hear my voice.
Refrain

If you, Lotd, should mark iniquities: who could stand?

Refrain

I will wait for the Lord. My soul waits, and in His word do I hope.

Refrain

SECOND READING: Jeremiah 29:11-14

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not
for harm, to give you a future with hope. '“Then when you call upon me and come and pray
to me, I will hear you. "When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all
your heart, "I will let you find me, says the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and
gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the LORD,
and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.

L Wotd of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

We stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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Music: Caribbean traditional



HoLY GOSPEL: John 15:9-17

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Fifteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lotd.

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. "’If you keep my com-
mandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Fathet's commandments and
abide in his love. ''I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be complete.*This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. “"No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. *You
are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, be-
cause the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, be-
cause I have made known to you evetything that I have heard from my Father. *You did not
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so
that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. "I am giving you these com-
mands so that you may love one another.

P The Gospel of the Lotrd.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit.

SERMON Pastor Jeff Mikyska
John 15:9-17




We stand,

HYMN OF THE DAY: It 1s Well With My Soul ELW #785
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 18281888
Music: VILLA DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

These persons desire to make public affirmation of their Baptism as a sign of their renewed
participation in the life and work of the Church of Christ. Debbie Garrison and Norma Potenpa

Dear friends, we rejoice that you have returned to the household of God to claim again the
eternal inheritance which is your birthright in Holy Baptism.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

(addressing those making affirmation)

Sisters in Christ: In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you mem-
bers of his Church. In the community of God’s people, you have learned from his Word
God’s loving purpose for you and all creation. You have been called to be witnesses to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Now, therefore, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the
faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize.

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises?
I do.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

10



Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be seated.)
DECLARATION OF INTENT

(addressing those making affirmation:)
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the cove-
nant God made with you 1n Holy Baptism:
to live among God's faithful people,
to hear his Word and share in his supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ
through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

PRAYER

Let us pray.

(A brief silence is kept so that your silent prayers may be made for the graduates.)
Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit

you have made these women your own.

You forgave them all their sins and brought them to newness of life.
Continue to strengthen them with the Holy Spurit,

and daily increase 1n them your gifts of grace:

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and mught,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,

the spirit of joy in your presence;

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING OF THE GRADUATES
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Presentation of Crosses Rev. Fred Reklau, Rev. Jeffrey Mikyska
Presentation of Certificates Rev. Fred Reklau, Rev. Jeffrey Mikyska

Blessing of Graduates by their Mentors

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
A As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
A Your people receive mercy and yout grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church with
faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those who wotk to strengthen our ecu-
menical and interreligious commitments. God of grace,

C  hear our prayer.

A Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of catre. As the sea-
sons change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Bless us with
bountiful harvests that all may share. God of grace,

C  hear our prayer.

A Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in youtr metcy. Teach wis-
dom to our elected leaders so that we know peace in our wotld, peace in our homes,
and peace in our hearts. God of grace,

C  hear our prayer.

A Your children wander homeless and the hungty cry for bread. Seek out those who atre
lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. Provide for
those in any need (especially). God of grace,

C  hear our prayer.

A Your work is done in this congtegation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, and hearts.
Build up the ministries of this community (local ministries and partnerships may be named),
that we serve our neighbors and welcome the stranger in your name. God of grace,

C  hear our prayer.

A Your blessed saints who have died now rest in yout presence. Give us thankful hearts

for those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and receive us with joy when we
come to share eternal life with you. God of grace,
C  hear our prayer.

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.
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+ MEAL +

We sit.

OFFERING MUSIC: Christ Is with Me Gerald Patrick Coleman
We were buried with him into death, I have now been grafted to the Vine,

That as he was raised, by God’s glory Drawing life from roots rich in mercy,

We might walk in life made new by grace. Bearing fruit as I abide in him:

Having died with Christ, we shall live with him Fruit forever fresh, glorifying God.

Refrain: Christ is with me everywhere I go, Refrain

Never to leave me, this I know.

I have now been ctrucified with Chirst,

I no longer live, Christ lives in me.

Now I live by faith in God’s own Son,

One who loved me so — gave himself for me.

Refrain

We stand.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Letus pray. God of mercy and grace,
C the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the
help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lotd be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

T Od"Od9Yn T

It 1s indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lotd.
Who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Come, for all 1s now ready.



COMMUNION

Our Lord Jesus Christ welcones you 1o this meal of the baptized. The cructfied and risen Christ is present
in the Lord’s Supper, giving us his true body and blood as food and drink.
Gluten-FREE rice wafers are available npon request and for those desiring tf, non-alcobolic wine cups are in the

center of the tray.

Music FOrR COMMUNION

HyMN: My Hope 1s Built on Nothing Less ELW #597
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Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt,
Music: MELITA. John B. Dykes. 1823-1876
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HYMN: AMAZING GRACE

ELW#779
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sing God’s praisc than when we’d first  be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.. sts. 1—4; anonymous, si. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN. W, Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

We stand.
PoST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER

P
C

A

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished
us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth
to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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+ SENDING +

BENEDICTION
P Almighty God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN: Go, My Chidren, With My Blessing ELW#543
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1 “Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - Jone.
2 “Go, my chil -dren, sins for-giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “QGo, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”

Text: Jaroslay 1. Vajda, b. 1919, ah.
Music: AR HYDY NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form probibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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DISMISSAL
A Go 1n peace. Serve the Lord.
C ‘Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Go, My Children, With My Blessing

18
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Ed McQuillan, Treasurer Mia Rusev

Karol Clatk Ed Schalk

Aidan Garrity Marsha Schuster
Brad Hirt

If you have questions or concerns for members of the Church Council you’re invited to speak with them
personally or via email to council@bethanybatavia.otg.

Liturgy Credits

From Sundays and Scasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annua! License #31460. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Division of Christian Education ot the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. All music not covered by the above license is reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-704645. All rights reserved
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LET US PrAY...

We pray for all who are hospitalized in our greater community and for those who are serving them.

Ralph Beck, Mary Bradtmueller, Rich Franzen, Robert Granquist, Ellen Grashorn, Deb Hruby, Anna Jackson,
Karin Johnston, Luke & Diane Land, Bill Lechnick, Bob Novy, Louise Pruitt, Val Schalk, Maureen Scollon,
George & Shirley Striedl, Pat Sullivan

Please pray for those who are homebound and those in a care facility:

Mark Anderson Silverado Memory Care, St Charles
Dorothy Catlson Michaelsen Health Center, Holmstad
Lois Elfstrom Aurora, IL

Bill Keele Heritage Woods

Pam Klingberg Heritage Woods

Wanda Krentz Harry J. Ekstam, Holmstad

Mildred Miller Reserve of Geneva, Geneva

Joan Olson Michaelsen Health Center, Holmstad
Pat Quast Asbury Gardens

Jay & Carol Wierz Harry J. Ekstam, Holmstad

Please pray for all those serving in the military, especially those who are connected to our congregation

Please pray for our family and friends:

John Son of Jan Bristow

Barb Friend of Jan Bristow

Lynn Krambeer Stoddard Cousin of Pastor Jeff & Gail Mikyska
Heather Friend of Schuman Family

Gretchen VanKempema Daughter of Ann Holch

Loy Williams Friend of Ann & Fred Holch

Ryan Anderson Son of Aaron Anderson

Linda Raish Friend of Kathy Richmond & Sandy Conn
Lisa Friend of Beth Richard

Vic and Anne Lee Friends of Debbie Garrison

Lynne Morrow Friend and Colleague of Pastor Jeff & Gail
Kenzie Friend of Katie Robertson

Rebecca and family God-Daughter of Beth Lawniczak
Josh Braun Nephew of Pastor Jeff & Gail

Landti Paszotta Great Niece of Tom & Dee Schuman
Kate Friend of Karol Clark

Steve Novy Cousin of Bob Novy

Floyd Anderson Beth Richatrd’s Father

Barbara Garrison Bill Garrison’s mother

Paul Mazen

Ed Bonnes Cousin of John & Karol Clark
Bonnie Palshis Sister-in-Law of Doug Boehm

Heather Staudacher, Dr. Mark Staudacher & family ~ Friend/Coworker of Beth Richard



Phil

Kathy Dee’s Family
Mary Jo Benstein’s Family
Susan Sheley

Bonnie

Carole W.

DeAnne & Gary

Rabbi Margaret Frisch Klein
Brad Blue

Megan Campbell

Diane Ekstam Johnson
Tammy English

Jetry Martin

Teri Prokes

Tony Prokes

Kelli Robertson
Wolfgang Smailus

Ed Stahl

Please pray for those who mourn the passing of:

Marge Williams
Joyce Stran
Ryan Rippe

Bill Parkhurst
Bill Norman
Albert Davis
Judi Spear

Ph. 630-879-3444

Lynn Dreymuiller’s brother

Teri Figura

Teri Figura

Daughter of Louise Pruitt

Friend of Pastor Jeff

Friend of Ann & Fred Holch

Niece & Nephew of Shitley Grant
Friend of Pastor Jeff

Friend of Lois Benson

Granddaughter of Scotty & Maureen Scollon
Mother of Mary Helen Ekstam
Daughter of Shirley Streidl

Father of Nicki McVey

Sister of Sue & Bob Novy
Brother-in-law of Bob & Sue Novy
Daughter of Diane Schalk
Brother-in-law of Marty Offutt Gruber
Father of Dan Stahl

Friend of Allison Mikyska

Friend of Rich & Nancy Kreis
Friend of the Dreymiller Family
Cousin of Judy Henschler
Lynn Dreymiller’s Uncle

Bethany Lutheran Church, 8 S. Lincoln St., Batavia, IL

officei@bethanybatavia.org www.bethanybatavia.org




Sunday, September 11

THIS WEEK AT BETHANY

171 o WY WOLship ..o Sanctuary
Diakonia Graduation — D. Gattison/N. Potempa

VOB, covvvsscassuerisussziims Coffee HOUL. ..o siisiviaiiits iivsosassssasss - Fellowship Hall

Monday, September 12

SE 17 o B S Bethany Walking Group .......cccceoncncecncnnnns Ministry Center Gym

DA wovsssvssvssssssavnsissionie s erreseres COUNLELS ..ttt Conference Room

T20HH s cammmsmnsvsmssnonnmscs: Hope Citrcle ... Adult Lounge/Library

/pm ...Marketing Team/Zoom Meeting...........coc.n... Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, September 13

8:30aM. . ssusaiscussnmsssssmssssisiei Bethany Walking Group .....c.ccccoveenerereccinenees Ministry Center Gym

9am...... re Al TS e 7. T 575 ST 00 T, G Fellowship Hall

QS]] o s O—————— Prayer Shaw] MInistry......coovvvnicenccccnnnen Fellowship Hall

5:30PM ssssssvessimsinesereaseansinineeneaes Executive Team.........cueereriisisassionisssvossis Conference Room

23 1+ HE Fox River Radio League ........ussnussmsion Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, September 14

B:30 e s Bethany Walking Group .......ccccovvcvvvinicicnines Ministry Center Gym

§ 071 o LR ——— Senior Advocacy Group wumssssssssssssssssssssssnsss LIDTALY

1:30pm i, 150" Anniversary Team Meeting ......cccccuee. Fellowship Hall

Thursday, September 15

8:30aM..iiic s Bethany Walking Group .......ccccovevvcurivienianne Ministry Center Gym

6pm ... RN - 1<3| 1 o To T OO Balcony

6:30pm ...BOY Scout TLoOP 6 ....ccvvvircrccriivceees Ministry Center Gym/
Vlahn Room

Tpm Festival Choir Sanctuary

Friday, September 16

8:30aMm.....vic Bethany Walking Group......ccccoeeerevrccrcnnne Ministry Center Gym

Saturday, September 17

7:302M e Men’s Basketball ..o, Ministry Center Gym

DaM..oiiiccc Altar Guild....coviiiiicinneeeses e, Fellowship Hall

9:30am.....ocvie Fox Valley Court Watch .......ccceuvuvevrirernceneece Lower Level

| [UEGIU 7 s p——— - ALLANON o Library

10:30am gosasmsrmmemim oo ALALEON Lo Lower Level

OPM . Gisnmssas s Movie NIght. ..o seens Fellowship Hall

BPM s AN v e . b BT AR B Fellowship Hall

Sunday, September 18

7.1 0 0 WO =% W orts hiDisivmemms s memmemmessssss Sanctuary

10aM. e i Coffee Floutssmusmimmsimmenmn mmermimesms Fellowship Hall

LIAMM e s Sewing Sisters Retreat Planning..........cocovveee Library

f71535 1 ST Noteworthy Acoustic Concerts ...oowmeiinnnins Fellowship Hall
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The graduates of the class of 2022 are thankful to our Lord for the blessings He has
showered upon them during their diakonia program. They wish to express their deepest
gratitude to:

The diakonia National Board of Directors and the Metropolitan Chicago Synod diakonia
Steering Committee for their work overseeing the program.

The teachers who taught the courses during the two-year program. Mary Ann Smith who
served as Program Coordinator.

Our famuilies, friends and pastors for their continued prayers, encouragement and
understanding during our participation in the two years of the program.

Bishop Yehiel Curry and Pastor Sunitha Mortha for their support of the diakonia program.
Pastor Jeffrey Mikyska and the staff of Bethany Lutheran Church for their work in arranging

for the graduation ceremony to be held during the Sunday worship service and providing
refreshments at the reception.






