
 

       

 

From Pastor Srock 

The Purpose of Sunday Morning 

Lent is an important season for Christians, because it reminds us to take time 

out of our ever busy schedules, for spiritual renewal and prayer. Lent, 

however, is first and foremost about preparing ourselves and families for the 

remembrance and celebration of our Lord’s Passion, Death, and 

Resurrection. We have attempted to be responsive to your needs and 

schedules and to make this Lenten season meaningful for you though 

worship, educational opportunities, and service/social ministry projects.  

On Sunday, February 10th we will host the first of what I hope will become a 

tradition, a Mission Day. This is to be an opportunity to Reach Out as our 

Mission Purpose Statement says to proclaim the Good News through words 

and actions outside of our building and congregational family. On February 

25th we have to opportunity to examine our worship practices as Lutherans 

with a Narrative Eucharist. The service that morning will include communion, 

but it will be narrated service without a sermon. We will pause throughout the 

worship experience to explain the various parts of the service, together with 

their Scriptural roots. This service is an excellent time for those not familiar with 

our style of worship to learn about liturgical worship customs and practices. 

On Sunday, March 11th our service will again center on Health and Wholeness 
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and include an anointing for those who desire it. On Sunday, March 18th our 3rd graders will receive their first 

communion. Our Wednesday Evening Lenten Services will also give us a time to pause and reflect on our faith. 

Lent, more than any other time, is a season when we need to take a look at our spiritual health and well-being, 

a time to reinvest ourselves in those concerns that really matter. In order to help us all do that I have a favor to 

ask of everyone. Try as best you can not to do the "business of the church" on Sunday mornings, especially before 

or after worship. The temptation is great when you see someone you need to talk with and have been trying to 

reach, here at church. They, like you, have come to worship. Doing the business of the church often distracts us 

from focusing our hearts and minds on God and worship and often prevents us from being hospitable and 

welcoming to our guests and visitors as we focus on our friends and activities. (I know how tempting this can be 

and I too am guilty of doing this.) How about we all use our Sunday during this Lenten season to focus our worship 

and our spiritual lives, to reflect on our faith and its meaning, and then commit ourselves to our Lord and the work 

of His Church. 

Respectfully, 

Pastor Steve 

 
 

 

From Beth 

Grace 

It’s what I crave most when my guilt is exposed. The very thing I’m hesitant to extend when I’m confronted with 

the guilt of others — especially when their guilt has robbed me of something I consider valuable. 

Therein is the struggle, the struggle for grace. It’s this struggle that makes grace more story than doctrine. It’s this 

struggle that reminds us that grace is bigger than compassion or forgiveness. This struggle is the context for both. 

When we are on the receiving end, grace is refreshing. When it is required of us, it is often disturbing. But when 

correctly applied, it seems to solve just about everything. Contrary to what is sometimes taught, the opposite of 

grace is not law. God’s law is actually an extension of grace. The opposite of grace is simply the absence of 

grace. 

To say that someone deserves grace is a contradiction in terms. You can no more deserve grace than you can 

plan your own surprise party. In the same way that planning voids the idea of surprise, so claiming to deserve 

voids the idea of grace. You can ask for it. You can plead for it. But the minute you think you deserve it, the it you 

think you deserve is no longer grace. It is something you have earned. 

But grace can’t be earned. 

To earn something is to find an equivalent. There is no equivalent where grace is concerned. Grace is birthed 

from hopeless inequity. Grace is the offer of exactly what we do not deserve. Thus, it cannot be recognized or 

received until we are aware of precisely how un- deserving we really are. It is the knowledge of what we do not 

deserve that allows us to receive grace for what it is. Unmerited. Unearned. Undeserved. For that reason, grace 

can only be experienced by those who acknowledge they are undeserving. 

From the beginning, the church has had an uneasy relationship with grace. Yet history has shown that the church 

and Christianity in general fare best when characterized by grace. The church is most appealing when the 

message of grace is most apparent. Yet grace is often an early casualty in the world of organized religion. The 

gravitational pull is always toward graceless religion. Instead of defining itself in terms of what it stands for, the 

church often takes the less imaginative and easier path of defining itself in terms of what it is against. 

The odd thing is that when you read the New Testament, the only thing Jesus stood against consistently was 

graceless religion. 
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The only group He attacked relentlessly was graceless religious leaders. So we should not be surprised when we 

get to the end of the Gospels and discover that the people who crucified Him were those who claimed to know 

God but knew little of grace. In doing so, they confirmed everything He said about them. 

As we are about to discover, grace is not a New Testament idea. Grace didn’t begin with Jesus. But it was 

certainly personified by Him. John tells us that He was “full of grace and truth” (John 1:14; emphasis added). Not 

the balance between, but the embodiment of. John speaks of “the fullness of his grace” (John 1:16), the idea 

being that in Jesus we get as clear and as close a look as we will ever get of what grace looks like in an otherwise 

graceless world. 

In Jesus there was no conflict between grace and truth. It is that artificial conflict that throws so much of 

Christianity into disarray. It is our misunderstanding of grace, as modeled and taught by Jesus, that leaves us 

feeling as if grace allows people to “get by” with things. 

But grace doesn’t dumb down sin to make it more palatable. Grace doesn’t have to. 

Grace acknowledges the full implication of sin and yet does not condemn. 

Grace is understood best within the context of relationship. After all, it is only within the mystery and complexity 

of relationships that grace is experienced. It is a story that begins in the beginning. It is a story that traces its way 

through every book of the Old and New Testaments. 

The story of grace includes a broad range of characters — rich, poor, powerful, and powerless. For all of them, it 

is God’s grace that tips the scale in their favor. In some ways these stories are our stories. For like the individuals 

who populate the pages of Scripture, we, too, need grace. 

But not just any grace. The grace of God. 

Excerpted with permission from The Grace of God by Andy Stanley, copyright Andy Stanley. 

 

Warm Blessings, 

 Beth 

 

 

Worship God 

 

February Lessons 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany: February 4th 

� Isaiah 40:21-31 

� Psalm 147:1-11, 20 

� 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

� Mark 1:29-39  

Transfiguration of Our Lord: February 11th 

� 2 Kings 2:1-12 

� Psalm 50:1-6 

� 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

� Mark 9:2-9 

Ash Wednesday: February 14th 

� Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12 

� Psalm 51:1-17 

� 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

� Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

First Sunday in Lent: February 18th 

� Genesis 9:8-17 

� Psalm 25:1-10 (10) 

� 1 Peter 3:18-22 

� Mark 1:9-15 

Second Sunday in Lent: February 25th 

� Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

� Psalm 22:23-31 (27) 

� Romans 4:13-25 

� Mark 8:31-38 
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Grow in Faith 

Circle Meetings 

Charity Circle Thursday, February 1st  9:30am Holmstad 

Hope Circle Monday, February 12th 12:00pm Fellowship Hall 

Peace Circle Tuesday, February 13th 1:00pm Various member’s homes 

Grace Circle Wednesday, February 7th 7:30pm Fellowship Hall 

Kindness Circle Thursday, February 8th 11:30am Briana’s, Batavia, IL 

Join a Circle now! Enjoy fellowship, fun and spiritual growth with other women 

 

 

Narrative Worship 

In the introduction of Evangelical Lutheran Worship there is a reminder to us of the central place that 

worship has in the life of the church.  Our Lutheran Confessions describe the church in terms of the 

worshipping assembly as that place where the Gospel is preached and the sacraments administered.  

This does not mean that all worshipping assemblies do the same things in the same way.  Yet worship 

is fundamental and essential to our identity as Christians and as Lutherans.  A Narrative Worship is a 

service where the various elements and actions of the service are explained.  We will examine the 

Scriptural roots of these elements and how their use coordinates with the other worship elements and 

actions.  Rather than describing each part individually we will follow the familiar four-fold pattern of 

Gathering, Word, Meal, and Sending.  On Sunday, February 25th, in place of a sermon, pastor will 

pause at key places in the service to explain the next section of the worship service and liturgy.  It is our hope 

that this service will deepen your awareness of what is taking place and thereby enhance and strengthen your 

worship experience. 

 

 

Confirmation 

Confirmation classes will NOT be held, beginning Wednesday, February 14th through the Lenten 

season. This will allow them to attend the Wednesday evening Lenten services instead. Classes will 

resume on Wednesday, April 11th. 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Services 

Lent is a very important season for Christians and it starts relatively early this year with Ash 

Wednesday falling on February 14th. It is a time for spiritual renewal and prayer and to prepare 

ourselves for the remembrance and celebration of our Lord’s Passion, Death, and Resurrection. 

On February 14th, Ash Wednesday, we will observe this Holy Day with a Celebration of Holy 

Communion and a special Ash Wednesday Liturgy that includes the imposition of ashes. We will 

hold two services that day, an afternoon service at 1:15pm in the Fellowship Hall, preceded by 

a Lenten Lunch that will be served at 12:00pm, and an evening service at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary. 
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Wednesday Evening Worship During Lent 

Wednesday Evenings at 7:00pm in the Chapel, we will again utilize the very familiar Holden 

Evening Prayer Service. These services will be designed to be meditative and devotional and 

will include an opportunity for candle lighting, devotional singing, and both corporate and 

individual prayer. 

 

 

First Communion 

First Communion classes are being offered in March. The three-session program will be 

similar to previous years.  

• The first session will be offered on Saturday, March 3rd from 9:00 – 11:00am and again 

on Monday, March 5th from 6:00 – 8:00pm. You can attend either one of these 

sessions, not both.  

• The second class will be offered on Saturday, March 10th from 9:00 – 11:00am and 

Monday, March 12th from 6:00 – 8:00pm and. Again, attend one of these classes.  

• The final class will be on Saturday, March 17th from 8:30 – 11:30am and will include 

baking bread for the First Communion service. This session is for the entire group.  

The classes are for 3rd Grade students and their parents. Students will be ready to receive First Communion on 

Sunday, March 18, 2018. However the date you and your child choose for First Communion is up to each family 

and may occur at a later date. Please contact the church office if your family wishes to participate in First 

Communion instruction. 

 
 

Health, Healing, and Wholeness Service 

We are again offering a Health, Healing, and Wholeness service on Sunday, March 11th.  

The service is designed for anyone who is in any type of pain or conflict, whether it be 

physical, mental, or spiritual; the loss of a loved one either by death or separation; a battle 

with disease; an addiction; family conflict; infidelity; or a life changing decision. The purpose 

of this service is to remind us that we are not alone and that God will help us carry our 

burdens.   

“Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you, he will never let the righteous fall.” 

Psalm 55:22.  We will celebrate this gift with singing, the laying on of hands, and communion.  

No, your problems will probably not be solved by the end of the service, but your heart may be lightened and 

your load a little easier when carried by two.  The purpose of this service is to help heal not only the holes in our 

bodies, but the holes in our spirits as well.  Come join us and experience the power of God's love which can 

overcome adversity and bring you peace. 

Hearing Screening: Steve Brems will be available for hearing screening again on March 11th at 8:00am before the 

first service, then after the service until 11:00am. Look for the sign-up sheet on the resource table. 
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Theology on Tap 

• Tuesdays 

• 7:30 – 9:00pm 

• Gammon House, in the back room 

Conversations are casual and informal, but rarely are they simple or boring. The group varies in 

size each week from four to fifteen. You are welcome to join us for a bite of supper to go along 

with your iced tea, soda, glass of wine, or favorite brew. Each week is different so you don’t need 

to attend every week for a valuable experience. New comers are always welcome. 

 
 

New Member Classes 

This class is designed for individuals interested in learning more about our congregation, its ministry, 

the Lutheran Church, and our Lutheran beliefs. Persons who would like to take part in the course, 

should contact Pastor Steve at church 630-879-3444 or via e-mail at 

pastorsteve@bethanybatavia.org.  The classes will be held on Sunday Mornings from 10:15 until 

11:15am in the Lower Level below the Sanctuary. The sessions will begin on Sunday, February 4th 

and run through Sunday, March 4th. We will welcome new members during our worship services 

on Sunday, March 11th and host a New Member Luncheon that same day, following the second 

service. 

 
 

Youth Quake Chicago - Overcome  

 

• February 23 – 25, 2018 

• Hyatt Regency Schaumburg, 1800 E Golf Rd, Schaumburg, IL 

This month our Youth in grades 6 – 12 will be going to Youth Quake. The event will include: Speaker Wes Halula, 

musician 100 White Flags, crazy dress night, food packaging service project will provide life-saving meals for 

people in need throughout the country and the world. QuakeEvent.com, facebook.com/YouthQuakes 

 

 

 

 



Bethany Messenger Page 7 

 
 

PAGE 7 
From Our Parish Nurse 

 

Ways to Reduce and Manage Brain Fog 

Brain fog is something we are hearing more about and it can affect our ability to think clearly. The cause of this 

fog isn't fully understood and much research is currently going on, however there is strong evidence that shows 

that one of the causes may be due to the person's inability to sleep well and this chronic fatigue can be 

debilitating. It's hard to concentrate and sensory overload occurs.  

Symptoms of brain fog vary from mild to severe. Confusion, forgetfulness, mixing up words, speech difficulty, and 

short term memory loss can occur.  

Here are tips to manage and cope with these problems: 

1. Write it down, take notes, keep a notebook with you at all times.  

2. Apps on your phone can be sanity-savers. 

3. Commune with nature, which has a calming effect. 

4. Exposure to sunlight can assist with seasonal affective disorder and depression. 

5. Organize your space with baskets for related cosmetics. 

6. Medications boxes prevent medication errors.  

7. Keep the keys in the same spot in the house to prevent losing them and to give security when needed.  

8. Use a check-list on the inside of your door so you don't forget anything when you leave the house.  

9. Place items close to your bed to assist with comfort, i.e. heat wraps, pillows, supports.  

10. Lay out all your clothing for the next day. Hypersensitivity makes wearing some clothes painful, so plan 

carefully for the next day's activities.  

11. Bring new things into your life, develop more efficient routines, and pick the best time of the day when 

the fog is less, to read, enjoy a book, and practice relaxing physical activities.  

12. Postpone, switch tasks, or cancel activities when you are too tired. 

13. Avoid overstimulation. Noise and/or light, can cause severe pain. Move to a quiet place.  

14. Laugh, sing, clear your mind! All of these fun activities can help to increase energy and mental clarity. 

This and much more information can be found at: https://www.prevention.com/health/brain-fog-and-your-

health and https://www.healthline.com/health/brain-fog .  

“In peace I will lie down and fall asleep, for you alone, O Lord, make me secure” Ps. 4:9 

If I can be of assistance to you or someone you know, leave me a message at the parish office 630-879-3444 or 

E-mail me at mary.stola@presencehealth.org. 

 

 Peace, 

  Mary Stola, RN, Faith Community Nurse 
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Reach Out to Others 

 

Mutual Ground 

Mutual Ground serves survivors of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault through many 

avenues including but not limited to: shelter, legal advocacy, counseling, prevention 

education in schools, and medical advocacy.  

Throughout the year, we are continually looking for some items to help our clients as they 

transition to a safe environment.   

Here is our current list of needs for our clients:  

• Full Size Toothpaste 

• Tampons 

• Binders 

• Dry Eraser Markers 

• Full Size Kleenex Boxes 

• Children’s Paint: Watercolor or Elmer paints 

• Gift Cards to Michael’s or Hobby Lobby 

• Canvasses (any size) 

• Wal-Mart & Jewel Gift Cards 

• Gas Gift Cards ($15-25) 

• Home Depot Gift Cards 

• AND MORE! 

• For a more detailed list visit 

www.mutualground.org/?page_id=2017 

 

THANK YOU! To those who have already GENEROUSLY contributed.  There will continue to be a bin available in 

the Lower Narthex for donations. 

 

 

Help Feed Those in Need - Batavia Interfaith Food Pantry Serving 

Our Bethany family provides volunteers to staff the Batavia Food Pantry on the second Friday of each month. 

Can you help? Haven’t done it before? No problem. New volunteers always welcome! 

• Friday, February 9th   

• 9:45am-Noon 

• Batavia Food Pantry, 100 Flinn St., Batavia  

Sign up on the yellow sheet if you plan to attend. Call the church office or Deb Petges (630-

482-9578) if this is your first time volunteering or if you have questions. 

 

Donated items may be dropped off at the shopping cart in the Lower Narthex. You may also visit their website: 

bataviafoodpantry.org 

 

$1 donation buys $8 food from the Northern Illinois Food Bank, Money donations are always appreciated. 

 

CURRENT NEEDS 

• Cereal 

• Fruit Juice 

• Canned Stew 

• Canned Chili 

• Pancake Mix 

• Syrup 

• Plain Pasta 

• Spaghetti 

• Macaroni and Cheese 

• White Rice 

• Rice Mix 

• Condensed Soup 

(vegetable, chicken 

noodle) 

• Ready to Eat Soups (all 

types) 

• Ramen Noodles 

• Ketchup and Mustard 

• Salad Dressing (Ranch and 

Italian) 

• Baby Food – all stages 

• Baby Formula 

• Diapers – all sizes 

• Salt & Pepper 
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• Sugar 

• Cooking oil 

• Tomato Paste 

• Spaghetti Sauce (jar) 

• Canned Black Beans 

• Canned Kidney Beans 

• Canned Fruit (all types) 

• Peanut Butter 

• Strawberry and Grape Jelly 

• Canned Tuna  

• Canned Chicken 

• Kitchen Garbage Bag (13 

gallon) 

• Ziploc Bags – all sizes 

• Paper Napkins 

• Aluminum Foil 

• Laundry Detergent 

• Paper Towels 

• Shampoo & Conditioner 

• Body wash 

• Disposable Razors 

• Deodorant/Antiperspirant 

• Toothpaste 

and toothbrushes 

(medium) 

• Diapers (all sizes) 

• Feminine 

Products (pads/tampons) 

 

 

Bethany Community Supper 

• Friday, February 23rd 

• 5:00pm-7:00pm 

• Menu: Chicken Breast, Wild Rice, Green Beans 

• Sundae Bar, children’s menu and “To Go” are available 
• Can you help? Sign up in Fellowship Hall 
• Want to just eat? Sign up on the yellow sheet if you are planning to attend 

• Blood pressure screenings will be available. 
• Wanted:  

o Your donations of travel sized personal hygiene products such as soap, lotion, toothbrushes, toothpaste, baby 
wipes, laundry detergent, deodorant, etc. These items will be made available to attendees of the Community 
Supper 

o Candy toppings, aerosol whipped cream and jar / canned relishes are requested donations. If you are able 
to provide a donation, please bring them to the kitchen, marked “Community Supper”. 

• Thank you for your prayers, your donations, and your help toward Bethany Community Supper 

 

The Community Supper ministry appreciates your donations of baked goods and travel sized personal hygiene products 

 

232 meals were served on January 26th 

Thank you to ALL of the helping hands that make this monthly event possible! 

 

 

Companions’ Mother’s Day Card Project 

It’s not too early to start thinking about the companions’ Mother’s Day Project. As you know, 

Companions Journeying Together, Inc. supplies packets of pretty writing materials to women 

and juveniles who are in prison so that they can send their mothers or daughters something 

nice at Mother’s Day.  

Materials that are needed for this project are: postage stamps, stationery, Mother’s Day cards, 

Thinking of You cards and blank note cards, gallon zip lock bags and monetary donations to 

help with the delivery costs. If writing a check, make payable to “Companions, Journeying 

Together, Inc.” 

There will be a box in the Fellowship Hall for your donations. We cannot use any cards that have anything glued, 

pasted or taped on it, also no stickers. There is a sheet on the Bethany Women’s bulletin board with additional 

information. All donations need to be in by March 10th. Thank you for your donation. 
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In Our Prayers 

 

Please pray for those who mourn the passing of: 

Kenneth, father of Daren, who passed away January 15th. 

Marietta, mother of Wendy, who passed away January 15th. 

Bill, father of Tara, who passed away January 13th. 

Judy, friend of Sue & Bob 

Grace, mother of Dan, who passed away January 30th. 

Karl, who passed away January 26th. 

Kenneth, former member, who passed away January 18th. 

Amanda, former member, who passed away January 21st.  

Violet, who passed away February 1st. 

 

May God comfort all who mourn and grant us the promise of life everlasting. 

 

Last month we prayed for those who are part of the life of Bethany who 
struggle with illness and other concerns, especially: 

Keith 

Dick  

Rich  

Norm  

Robert  

Junellen  

Karin  

Luke  

Glenn  

John  

Cindy  

Dottie 
 

Please pray for those in care facilities, especially: 

Maxine .......................... Jennings Terrace, Aurora 

Marilyn ........................... Park Manor, Holmstad 

Louise ............................. Symphony Orchard Valley, Aurora 

Roz .................................. Bria Health Services, Geneva 

Carol .............................. Bria Health Services, Geneva 

Karl ................................. Brighton Gardens, St. Charles 

Florence ........................ Harry J. Ekstam, Holmstad 

Lorraine ......................... Bickford, St. Charles 

Shirley ............................ Harry J. Ekstam, Holmstad 

Shirley ............................ Town Center, Holmstad 

Ken ................................. GreenFields, Geneva 

Irma................................ Harry J. Ekstam, Holmstad 

Mariann ........................ Heritage Woods, Batavia 

 

Please pray for those homebound, especially: 

Nancy, Lois, Mary, Elaine, Richard, Martha, Pat  

 

Please pray for those in military service, especially: 

Xander  
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Last month we prayed  for our family and friends, especially: 

Joe .............................. Son-in-law of JoAnn  

Mary ............................ Daughter of Nita  

Teri ............................... Sister of Sue & Bob  

Rev. Ernie ................... Former Pastor at Grace Lily Lake 

Lawrence ................... Friend of the church 

 

Serena ........................... Daughter of Cindy  

Loane ............................ Sister of Norm  

Eloise .............................. Infant friend of Kimmy  

Ethyl ............................... Mother of Cindy  

Marge ............................ Friend of Jan  

Anniversaries This Month 

February 
12 Dean & Joan  24 Jim & Kate  

 

Birthdays This Month 

February 
1 Chuck  

1 Steve  

1 Parker  

2 Katie  

2 Kelsey  

3 Catherine  

3 Madeline  

4 Emma  

4 Bruce  

6 Matt  

6 Maxine  

6 Bill  

7 Lucas  

8 Bob  

8 Jenny  

8 Mary  

9 Marcia  

9 Martha  

9 Bill  

12 Brian  

12 Charlene  

12 Jill  

13 Jennifer  

14 Erik  

14 Allison  

14 Brenda  

15 Nancy  

16 Mark  

16 Rachel  

16 Dee  

17 Keith  

17 Luke  

17 Chris  

18 Grayson  

19 Robert  

19 Becky  

19 Anna  

19 Dottie  

20 Michael  

20 Shirley  

20 Dennis  

21 Paul  

22 Molly  

22 Russell  

22 Jack  

24 Steve  

25 Melissa  

25 Sandy  

25 Dean  

27 Ryan  

27 Sawyer  

27 Abigail  

27 Irma  

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Steve Haye’s “In Appreciation” Coffee Hour 

• Sunday, February 11th 

• 10:00 – 11:00am 

Come say Thank you to Steve for his 18 years of dedication and hard work at Bethany  
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Bethany Men’s Basketball 

• Saturdays, 7:30am – 9:00am,  

• Ministry Center Gym 

 

The FIRST Bethany Mission Day! 

Saturday, February 10th is the first Bethany Mission Day. All Bethany members and friends invited to participate. 

We will serve the community in the following ways: Baking and delivering cookies to shut-ins, shoveling walks and 

driveways or other small home projects like changing smoke detector batteries, delivering goodies to the fire 

and police stations, handing out laundry money at the laundromat, and much more! 

• Look for sign-up sheets on the resource table in the Lower Narthex outside of the office, or sign-up online 

� To help with Mission Day: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044aaeae2fa20-mission1 

� To get on the list for help needed on Mission Day: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044aaeae2fa20-mission 

• Questions:  Contact a member of the Reach Team or call the church office 

 

Café Bethany – Lenten Soup Suppers 

• Wednesdays 2/14, 2/21, 2/28, 3/7, at 6:00 – 6:15pm  --  (Note Time Change during Lent) 

• Fellowship Hall 

• Suggested donation is: $4.00 per senior or child, $5.00 per adult, $14.00 per family cap 

On Wednesday evenings, Café Bethany will provide Lenten Soup Suppers. The time change from the usual 

Wednesday schedule will allow you to have a bite to eat before attending the Lenten Worship service at 7:00pm. 

 

Sunday School F.U.N. Event – Christian Skate Night 

• Thursday, February 15th 

• 6:30pm – 8:30pm 
• Funway, 1335 S. River St., Batavia 

• Price of admission is $5.00. Standard Skate rental is FREE, Inline or Speed Skates are an 
additional $2.00 

• Bring the whole family! Invite your friends! 
Join us as we meet at Funway to enjoy a night of roller skating and fellowship. For more 

information about the venue visit: www.funway.com 
 

Feed My Starving Children  

• Friday, March 9th 

• 5:45 - 7:30pm 

• 555 Exchange Court, Aurora, IL 

• Sign up in the Ministry Center during Sunday School or by contact jennifer@nallenweg.com 

• Please wear closed toed shoes and leave all jewelry at home. 
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Singles Supper Club 

• Sunday, February 18th 

• 4:00pm - Meet at the restaurant 

• Stockholm’s, 306 W. State Street, Geneva 

 

 

Prayer Shawl 

• Thursday, February, 22nd 

• 1:00pm (Note time change) 

• Panera, Batavia 

• Can’t knit? We’ll teach you! Bring your knitting needles or crochet hook and join the 

fellowship and fun 

 

 

Open Gym 

• Sundays in February, 3:00pm – 5:00pm 

• Ministry Center Gym 

• One parent / guardian must stay 

• Due to space limitations, no full court basketball games, no roller blades 

• Bring your own sports equipment 

This activity is intended for children in preschool through elementary school. Give your kids a couple of hours to 

burn some energy during the cold month of February. Brought to you by the Children and Family Committee 

 

 

Movie Night 

• Saturday, February 24th at 6:00pm 

• Fellowship Hall 

• “Me and Earl and the Dying Girl,” (see poster on the bulletin board for details) 

• Light refreshments served, bring a snack to share 

• Conversation following the film 
 

 

How Do You Hesed? 

• Sunday, February 25th – Monday, February 26th 

• On-site time slots available from 5:30pm until 7:00am the next morning 

• Casseroles or other food items are needed – see below 

• Hesed House, 659 South River Street, Aurora 

How do you hesed?  Simply translated, “hesed” can mean showing lovingkindness or 

mercy.  In Micah 6:8 we are instructed to seek justice, love mercy and walk humbly with 

God.  When we feed and clothe the less fortunate in our community, we are fulfilling that commission.  We have 

been blessed with the opportunity to serve our brothers and sisters at Hesed House on Sunday, February 25th.  

Please consider donating a casserole or other suggested food item.  On-site volunteers are also needed to serve 
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dinner, pack lunches, make breakfast or distribute bedding and personal items.  Sign up at the Hesed House 

table in the lower narthex or on Sign-Up Genius:  http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084bacac2fa1fa7-

hesed1 

 

 

Bethany Women’s Luncheon & Program 

• Sunday, March 4th 

• 12:00 – 3:00pm 

• Fellowship Hall 

“Today’s Dreams, Tomorrow’s Realities”. Program will be given by the Racial Justice 

Team from the Metro-Chicago SWO Board. Free-will offering will be received. Bring a 

friend! 

 

 

Low Back and Sciatica Workshop 

• Sunday, March 11th 

• 11:00am – Noon 

• Fellowship Hall 

Do you have difficulty standing and doing simple chores due to back pain? Do you avoid sitting or walking 

because the pain will get worse? Joe King, Physical Therapist, ATC, will be our speaker to help us determine what 

causes lower back pain, what successful treatment looks like and learn a few stretches/exercises that will 

address you back pain! 

 

 

Lunch Bunch 

• Monday, March 19th, 11:00am 

• Fellowship Hall 

• Program will be on funeral planning 

• Enjoy food and fellowship with fellow 50+ years young members! 

• Suggested donation for the lunch is $5.00 per person.  

 

 

Annual Batavia Brotherhood Banquet – A Father / Son Event 

• Tuesday, February 20th at 6:30pm 

• Holy Cross Catholic Church, 2300 Main St, Batavia 

• Donation is $15.00. Please contact the Bethany Church office for tickets 

The Batavia Brotherhood Banquet is an annual gathering of Christian men of all 

denominations to share in a meal and fellowship. This event is an extension of the 

long Batavia tradition of ecumenical gathering and cooperation. For speaker 

information visit: Bataviabrotherhoodbanquet.org 
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LOMC Summer Camp 

There is a copy of the Summer Camp brochure on the resource table, and on the bulletin 

board. Or you download the brochure at www.lomc.com 

 
 
 

 

Lutherdale Summer Camp Open House 

• June 3rd, 1:00 – 4:00pm 

• N7891 US-12, Elkhorn, WI 53121 

Meet the 2018 Summer Staff, take a tour of the camp, enjoy the waterfront and slip n slide, play Ga Ga Ball, rock 

the Climbing Wall, see the farm animals and check out the camp store.  www.lutherdale.org 

There is no charge for the event, so bring your friends and family out and have a great time at Lutherdale. 

 

From the Organist 

A couple of years ago, we talked about the possibility that folks might want to think about sitting quietly during 

prelude music with the thought that the prelude is a part of the service, designed musically to set the "scene", if 

you will, for the worship to come. A few people told me that it was impossible to change that behavior, but, 

overall, we have done very well -- it's usually quiet during preludes, and, partially because of that, I give some 

real thought (and practice time) to prelude music. Something similar happened with postludes -- a pretty good 

group stays around for the postlude every Sunday. It's kind of like getting what you wish for -- because people 

are including the prelude and postlude in the services, I work harder to make them musically significant.  

I also try to listen to comments I hear after services. A number of people commented on the piano music I have 

been playing for preludes. I am using the piano a bit more because folks asked for it. Piano preludes will continue 

for a while now.  

Finally, I've scheduled a piano/organ recital, with guest performers, for Sunday afternoon, March 18th at 2pm. 

More on that in the March Messenger. We will also offer organ tours after the recital if you want to learn about 

our wonderful instrument. (Kids are welcome).    –Alan Spear 

 
 

Important Stuff 

 

Coming Soon! 

Look for the pictorial directory to be available sometime in the next month. Stay tuned! 
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Energy Builders 

Over the past three years, Energy Builders is estimated to have saved Bethany in excess of $200,000 through 

volunteer labor and reduction in costs. EB has projects lined up for months to come, and we are always looking 

for more workers who like congeniality and getting useful things done. EB is currently remodeling three 

bathrooms in the Ministry Center -- willing workers welcome 

Energy Builders and Property have helped during the current transition of custodial responsibilities. Teams of 

volunteers to handle issues such as electrical, plumbing, HVAC, interior condition, exterior condition, kitchen 

and may others were created and more people are needed in help in those areas. Energy Builder’s list of 

projects has not gone away and we are in need of more volunteers to help deal with such spring and summer 

jobs as window washing, lawn mowing, gardening, and leaf raking as well as year round jobs like painting and 

organizing. Look for a spring clean-up day coming up – a chance for everyone to pitch in and help. 

If you are willing to help, please contact the church office, or talk to any one of the EB or Property team. We 

will work with you to find projects that fit your schedule. 

 

 

2018 Flower Calendar! 

Would you like to donate flowers for the altar in honor of someone, to celebrate a special 

occasion, or perhaps in memory of a loved one? There are still lots of open dates and if we 
do not have a sponsor, we will not have altar flowers on that Sunday. 

The sign-up chart is posted on the Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall, or you may call the 
church office (630-879-3444) if you are interested. Please indicate your name and the 
occasion celebrated or the individual to be honored or remembered. Flowers may be taken 

home after the second service on the date of donation. Just a reminder that because of 
the nature of the season and our traditional liturgical custom, there will be NO flowers adorning the sanctuary 
during the season of Lent from Sunday, February 18th until Easter Sunday, April 1st. 

 

 

Calling All Techies! 

Do you enjoy technology? If so, there’s a way you can help during church services. We need a few more 

volunteers for both audio and visual support. Every Sunday, we videotape the 9:00am service for BATV. We also 

need to monitor and take care of the audio during the services. We have a few dedicated folks who volunteer 

for both tasks, but we are looking for a couple more! No experience is necessary. Training will be provided. 

Please contact Fred Holch if interested in learning more about this opportunity. 

 

 

Calling all Graduates: Headed for College, Moving, Other Plans??? 

We would love to stay in touch with all of Bethany’s high school/college grads. Please send 

us new e-mail and snail-mail addresses to office@bethanybatavia.org, or write them on the 

yellow sheet when you are in church. Occasionally the Sunday School children send out care 

packages to those in college. 
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Recycled Eyeglasses  

In many areas, people are unable to work or even be involved in routine activities because of 

vision problems. Eyeglasses are not readily available or are simply unaffordable.  

Our Reach Team collects old eyeglasses and sends them to the Lions/Lioness Club for distribution 

to those in need. Please put your cast-off glasses and sunglasses (no loose lenses or empty 

frames) in the special box on the Coat Rack next to the Church Main Office. Thank you to all who filled the box 

over the past several years! 

Sign up to Serve at Coffee/ Fellowship Hour on Sundays, it’s EASY! 

• Our Sunday Coffee Hour depends on our volunteers! 
• Volunteer alone or get a few friends to join you 
• Bake or purchase the goodies 
• Don’t want to serve? Just donate goodies instead 
• You may be reimbursed for what you purchase 
• Coffee Hour is a flexible volunteer opportunity 
• Call the Church office if you have questions or to find out how you can help 

 

 

ELCA Colleges & Universities 

ELCA colleges and universities have a helpful website – whygolutheran.org – for students and parents as they 

embark on the college search process. On the site families can: 

• Learn more about the value of the Lutheran college experience. 

• Read about the distinctive features of a Lutheran liberal arts education. 

• Complete one simple form to request college information from individual institutions. 

 

 

In the Community 

 

Fox Valley Habitat for Humanity – 2018 Faith Build 

• Saturday, February 10th 

• 9:00am 

• Genesis Community Church, 1300 S. Broadway, Montgomery 

Come around 8:45am for a light breakfast donated by Harner’s 

Bakery and Jake’s Bagels. We will discuss the 2018 Faith Build for 

Carmen Fernandez and her daughters. All information on this home 

will be passed out and bring any questions you might have. Be 

thinking of ways your church or organization can support this home 

through fundraising events. We will be asking every financial partner 

to sign a commitment card. Once again, Thrivent Financial will be matching all donations dollar-for-dollar. 2018 

Faith Build T-shirts will be available for $15 at the meeting.  Please RSVP if you are coming to the meeting so I 

know how many to plan for. SEE YOU THERE!. Barbara Zegiel 630-859-3333. www.foxvalleyhabitat.org 
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Fox Valley Habitat for Humanity – Pancake Breakfast 

• Saturday, February 17th 

• 8:00 – 11:00am 

• Advent Christian Church, 905 N. Edgelawn Drive, Aurora 

• Suggested donation for each meal is $7. Children under 10 are free 

We’ll be serving up delicious pancakes, sausage & scrambled eggs to help families in our community 

 

Batavia RSVP Needs Volunteers to Help Seniors in Need 

Batavia RSVP, an all-volunteer non-profit community organization, needs volunteers to help with driving seniors 

to doctor’s and dentist appointments and in the RSVP office to help schedule the appointments. For more 

information visit www.bataviarsvp.org, or call the office at 630-406-9993. 

 

 

Stewardship 

 

2018 Financial Stewardship Report 

It is the faithful stewardship of our members that empowers, sustains, and makes 

possible the wide variety of our ministries that Bethany provides. In terms of our 

financial stewardship pledges for the coming year, our tithes and offerings fell 

short of our anticipations. For 2018 we had 156 pledging units who had made a 

total pledge commitment of $399,551, down from 167 pledging units in 2017 with 

a total of $416,996. Our 2018 budget projected income from all giving sources 

reflects a decrease of $30,292. We had 45 pledges decrease, 37 pledges remain the same and 58 pledges 

increase with 17 units pledging in 2018 that did not pledge in 2017. The Stewardship Committee and 

Congregation Council wants to thank everyone for their faithfulness, dedication, and commitment, especially 

those who were able to meet or exceed their pledge commitment for this past year. 

 
 

Additional Stewardship Information 

� Did you ever wonder why you receive an initial offering envelope every time you get your weekly offering 
envelopes? That envelope is for your donation to help cover the cost of printing and mailing the envelopes. 
If each family contributed $5.00 in each initial offering envelope those costs would be covered. 

� Why do we receive envelopes quarterly? Sending out envelopes quarterly helps in getting envelopes to new 
members and in keeping addresses up to date. Receiving the envelopes regularly is a good reminder to 
each of us to remain current on our financial commitment to the church. (A fresh set of envelopes help some 
of us keep track of where we put them when cleaning the house before company came, just in case the 
last set ended up getting buried on the bottom of the sock drawer.) 

� Speaking of which, here is something to consider for 2018 as a way to make regular giving even simpler. 
Namely to enroll in on-line giving or participate in the Simply Giving Program. An ever increasing number of 
our members are taking advantage of this easy and efficient way of contributing to our congregation and 
supporting our ministry. Also, there is no easier way to remain current on your pledge commitment than to 
be set up to contribute regularly and automatically to Bethany. For more information, please contact the 
church office or Maureen Scollon. 
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� You can also give by going to our website (bethanybatavia.org). On the first page under quick links you will 
find “online offering/gifts.”  

 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

At 10:30am on Sunday, January 28th the congregation met for its Annual Congregational 

Meeting. President Rick McKiness opened the meeting by calling on Pastor Srock for an 

opening prayer. There was one item of Old Business which was a report on the status of 

the repairs and renovations to our building from Dennis Schuett, the liaison to the Property 

Committee. 

Rick then called on our congregational Treasurer, Steve Mickelson, who presented the 

proposed 2018 Congregational Budget, which after some explanation and questions was 

then approved. Rick acknowledged and thanked the Council, Stewardship Committee, 

Maureen Scollon, our accountant, the Finance Committee and its chair John Clark, for 

their assistance in this process. The Congregation before adjourning passed a Resolution of Thanks for Steve Hayes 

acknowledging his years of service to Bethany as its Sexton. There will be a coffee hour reception to honor Steve for 

his eighteen years of service to our congregation on Sunday, February 11th. The meeting was closed with a prayer of 

thanksgiving by pastor. 

 
 

Thank You 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Giving Tree donations. You made Christmas a little brighter for so 

many families! 

 

 
Thank you for all of your prayers while my husband Luke was struggling with health issuThank you for all of your prayers while my husband Luke was struggling with health issuThank you for all of your prayers while my husband Luke was struggling with health issuThank you for all of your prayers while my husband Luke was struggling with health issues. We es. We es. We es. We are happy he are happy he are happy he are happy he 
is now home!is now home!is now home!is now home!    

Diane LandDiane LandDiane LandDiane Land    
 
 
Thank you notes for donations were received from Mutual Ground and Lutheran Disaster Response and are posted 
on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. 
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Lenten Book Study 

 

Accidental Saints, Finding God in All the Wrong People 

For the Lenten Season 2018, the Adult Discipleship group will be hosting 
a book study, using Accidental Saints, by Nadia Bolz-Weber. This author 
is an outspoken and controversial ELCA pastor, having founded House 
for All Sinners and Saints in Denver, Colorado. She has also authored her 
memoir, Pastrix, which has been a New York Times bestseller. 

 

Presenting a tough public persona of punk hair and tattoos, she is open 
and very candid about her rough pre-ministerial past. She was a 
standup comedian and self-confessed addict in recovery. Despite her 
sometimes shocking and occasionally vulgar style, she focuses on her 
relationship with God as well as the often broken and outcast people 
who surround her. Her deep faith along with her struggles with her own 
failings are told in each chapter and will make you laugh, make you 

cry, and sometimes will offend or make you angry. She will always make you think. 

Pastor Bolz-Weber was a keynote speaker at a 500th Celebration of the Reformation in April 2017 and 
is scheduled as a speaker at the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering. 

The book is $15 in paperback via Amazon. While it is also available as an e-book, the paperback 
version is recommended for taking notes, etc. Books can be ordered in advance. To have your book 
ordered ahead, please sign up by Sunday, February 11. We are still checking on prices, but there 
might be a free digital download of this book. We will keep you posted with the details on that. 

The group will be meeting in the adult lounge at 11:30 to enable those attending both Sunday services 
to participate. At our first meeting we can determine if we will do a brown-bag lunch or simply coffee 
and snacks. Discussions are planned for an hour; however, ample time is available should additional 
time be desired by the group. 

Week 1 – Sunday, February 18 

• Introduction and distribution of books 
• Presentation: Why the book was selected 

� Intro to Nadia – A selected sermon 
� Reading guide and some thoughts for the first chapters 
� Getting to know each other 
� Guidelines for discussions 

Week 2  Chapters 1 – 4  Sunday, February 25th  
Week 3  Chapters 5 – 8  Sunday, March 4th  
Week 4  Chapters 9 - 12  Sunday, March 11th  
Week 5  Chapters 13 – 16  Sunday, March 18th  
Week 6  Chapters 17 – 19  Sunday, March 25th  

Participants should be advised that the book does contain offensive language and adult topics. 

  

What if that person you've been trying to avoid is your best 

shot at grace today? 

                                                      And what if that's the point?  
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Staff & Council 

Church Staff: 

Senior Pastor  ........................................................... Rev. Steve Srock 

Visitation Pastor*  ............................................... Rev. Steven Ritter 

Administrative Assistant* ................................... Kathi Gorlewski 

Administrative Assistant* ............................... Darlene Hutchens 

Administrative Assistant* .................................. Lura Dreymilller 

Financial Secretary* .............................................. Maureen Scollon 

Director of Music/Shared Ministry .................. Beth Lawniczak 

Organist* ................................................................................ Alan Spear 

Parish Nurse* ....................................................................... Mary Stola 

Nursery Attendant* ......................................... Brittany Gyoerkoes 

(* Part-time) 

 

 

Congregation Council: 

Rick McKiness.......................................................................President 

Charlene Boehm ................................Vice-President/Personnel 

Lynn Dreymiller ........................... Secretary/Worship & Music 

Steve Mickelson ............................................... Treasurer/Finance 

Charley Andersen .................................................... Memorial Gifts 

Kelli Coonrod ............................................................................... Youth 

Molly Cox .............................................................. Children & Family 

Andrea Gustafson......................................................... Stewardship 

Carie Holzl .................................................................................. Service 

Steve Ritter ........................................................................ Evangelism 

Dennis Schuett ...................................................................... Property 

Leonard Wray ..................................................... Adult Discipleship 

 

8 South Lincoln Street, Batavia, IL 60510 - 630.879.3444   office@bethanybatavia.org 

Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am – 4:30pm 

Website: www.bethanybatavia.org 

View recent sermons, Sunday’s Update/weekly news, The Messenger 
 

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/BethanyBatavia/ 

Share your Bethany events, post your pictures, and see what’s new 
 

Worship Broadcast 
BATV Cable Channel: Bethany's worship services are broadcast on BATV Cable channel 17 on Mondays 4:30pm & 10:30pm, 
Tuesdays at 10:30am/pm, 4:30am/pm and Wednesdays 4:30am & 10:30am. Access programming online at: mybatv.com. 
BATV is available on Comcast Channel 17, and on AT&T U-verse Channel 99 across N. Illinois. 

 

Bethany’s Favorite Links to Resources and Events 

 

• Aurora University Events 
alumni.aurora.edu 

 

• Elderday Center 
www.elderdaycenter.org 

 

• Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
www.ELCA.org 

 

• Fermilab Public Events 
events.fnal.gov 

 

• Hesed House 
www.hesedhouse.org 

 

• Lazarus House 
www.lazarushouseonline.com 

 

• Living Lutheran 
www.livinglutheran.org 

 

• Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 
www.lstc.edu/lstc-life/events 

• Lutheran Social Services of Illinois 
www.lssi.org 

 

• Metropolitan Chicago Synod ELCA 
www.mcsela.org 

 

• Mutual Ground 
www.mutualground.org 

 

• Lutheran Suicide Prevention Ministry 
www.lutheransuicideprevention.org 

 

• Rev. Janelle Neubauer, ELCA Missionary 

http://jsneub.blogspot.com/2017/ 
www.facebook.com/janelle.neubauer 

 

• YAGM Rwanda 

www.facebook.com/yagmrwanda/ 

 

 

 


