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ABOUT THIS EVENING’S SERVICE 
 

 

 
 

 

Tonight we continue our service of the Three Holy Days. 
 

The word Tenebrae means “darkness” and refers to the darkness which covered the earth at 
the time of Christ’s crucifixion. The extinguishing of candles, gradually casting the church 
into complete darkness, has been placed within the reading of the Passion according to John, 
the ancient gospel narrative for the day and signifies the hatred, resentment, and falling away 
of the world against its Savior and his love, mercy, and faithfulness. 
 

The central candle, which is not extinguished, symbolizes the presence of the Savior in our 
midst. This central candle is removed to symbolize the death of Jesus and will return on Easter 
morning as the paschal candle. 
 

The Adoration of the Cross is an ancient devotion of the Christian Church, used during Holy 
Week to impress upon the minds and hearts of believers the awful consequence of sin and 
the magnitude of the Savior’s sacrifice on the cross. 
 

 
 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS 
 

 

 
 

The ministers enter in silence. 
 
We stand. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Let us pray.  
 Almighty God, we ask you to look with mercy on your family, 
 for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed  
 and given over to the hands of sinners to suffer death on the cross. 
 We most definitely need your mercy this night. 
C Amen. 
We sit. 
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HYMN:   Jesus I Will Ponder Now                                                       ELW #345  
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:13–53:12      Leonard Wray 
 

13See, my servant shall prosper; 
  he shall be exalted and lifted up, 
  and shall be very high. 
 14Just as there were many who were astonished at him 
  —so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, 
  and his form beyond that of mortals— 
 15so he shall startle many nations; 
  kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 
 for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
  and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 
 53:1Who has believed what we have heard? 
  And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
 2For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
  and like a root out of dry ground; 
 he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
  nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
 3He was despised and rejected by others; 
  a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 
 and as one from whom others hide their faces 
  he was despised, and we held him of no account. 
4Surely he has borne our infirmities 
  and carried our diseases; 
 yet we accounted him stricken, 
  struck down by God, and afflicted. 
 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
  crushed for our iniquities; 
 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
  and by his bruises we are healed. 
 6All we like sheep have gone astray; 
  we have all turned to our own way, 
 and the LORD has laid on him 
  the iniquity of us all.  

    7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
  yet he did not open his mouth; 
 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
  and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
  so he did not open his mouth. 
 8By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
  Who could have imagined his future? 
 For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
  stricken for the transgression of my people. 
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 9They made his grave with the wicked 
  and his tomb with the rich, 
 although he had done no violence, 
  and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
  

        10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. 
 When you make his life an offering for sin, 
  he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
 through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 
  11Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
 he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
  The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
  and he shall bear their iniquities. 
 12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
  and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
 because he poured out himself to death, 
  and was numbered with the transgressors; 
 yet he bore the sin of many, 
  and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

L Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 22:1 -15        Aaron D. Miller 
 

        ANTIPHON:  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?   
 

 A My God, my God, why have you for- | saken me*  
   and are so far from my cry, and from the words of  | my distress?  
 C  O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you | do not answer;* 
   by night as well, but I | find no rest. 
 A Yet you are the | Holy One,* 
   enthroned upon the prais- | es of Israel. 
 C  Our ancestors put their | trust in you;* 
   they trusted, and you de- | livered them. 
 A They cried out to you and | were delivered;* 
   they trusted in you and were not | put to shame.  
 C  But as for me, I am a worm | and not human,*  
   scorned by all and despised | by the people.  
 

         ANTIPHON 
 

  



 
 

6 

 A All who see me laugh | me to scorn;*  
   they curl their lips and wag | their heads, saying,  
 C  "He trusted in the LORD; let him de- | liver him;*  
   let him rescue him, if he de- | lights in him."  
 A Yet you are he who took me out | of the womb,*  
   and kept me safe upon my | mother's breast.  
 C  I have been entrusted to you ever since | I was born;*  
   you were my God when I was still in my | mother's womb.  
 

       ANTIPHON 
  

 A Be not far from me, for trou- | ble is near,*  
   and there is | none to help.  
 C  Many young bulls en- | circle me;*  
   strong bulls of Ba- | shan surround me.  
 A They open wide their | jaws at me,*  
   like a ravening and a | roaring lion.  
 C  I am poured out like water; all my bones are | out of joint;*  
   my heart within my breast is | melting wax.  
 A My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd;  
   my tongue sticks to the roof  | of my mouth;*  
   and you have laid me in the dust | of the grave.  
 C  Packs of dogs close me in, and gangs of evildoers cir- | cle around me;*  
   they pierce my hands and my feet, I can count | all my bones.  
 A They stare and gloat | over me;*  
   they divide my garments among them; they cast lots | for my clothing.  
 C  Be not far a- | way, O LORD;*  
   you are my strength; hast- | en to help me.  
  
 

  
SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:16–25         Leonard Wray 
 

[After the Holy Spirit says,]  16“This is the covenant that I will make with them 
  after those days, says the Lord: 
 I will put my laws in their hearts, 
  and I will write them on their minds,” 
17he also adds,  
 “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 
18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
  19Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 
20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 
21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us approach with a true heart in full 
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assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water. 23Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has 
promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 25not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching. 
 

L Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

+  THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN  + 
 
We stand. 

Hymn:    Ah, Holy Jesus   ELW #349 
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We sit as the Passion is read; silence for reflection follows the reading. 
Candles are extinguished following each reading to symbolize the approaching darkness of Christ’s death. 
 

P The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John. 
 

I. John 18:1-14 Pastor Jeff Mikyska 
(silence for reflection) 

 
 

II. John 18:15-27 Andrea Gustafson 
(silence for reflection) 

 
Hymn:  Go to Dark Gethsemane                                                                   ELW #347 

 

   

   
 
 

III. John 18:28-40 Nan Phillips 
(silence for reflection) 

 
 

 
 
IV.  John 19:1-16 Steve Mickelson 

(silence for reflection) 
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Hymn:  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                                                       ELW #803 

 
 

V. John 19:17-25a Sue Walz 
(silence for reflection) 

 
 

 
               
VI. John 19:25b-30 Dennis Schuett 

(silence for reflection) 
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Hymn     O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                 ELW #351 
 

 
 
 
 
 

VII.   John 19:31-42 Pastor Jeff Mikyska 
(silence for reflection) 
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PSALM 51                                                                                                                                          Hal H. Hopson 
 

Have mercy, O Lord;  
By your steadfast love 
Blot out all my sins. 
In your mercy, hear me. 

 

Against you, you alone, 
Against you have I sinned, O Lord. 
May truth be in my heart; 
May wisdom guide my being. 

   Restore the joy; your salvation now send; 
   Then will I sing your glory. 
   O hear my prayer; 
   Lord, in your mercy, hear me. Amen. 

                                                 
BIDDING PRAYER 
 

The congregation responds to each of the prayers: 

P We ask this through Christ our Lord… 
C Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

A Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask, saying:  
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
We sing this versicle three times. 

ADORATION OF THE CROSS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a time of silence: 

P We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
C By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
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The final candle is removed to symbolize Christ hidden in the tomb. 

 Following this the Strepitus is heard, a harsh, loud noise 

indicating the closing of the tomb and the earthquake 
 

.HYMN: O Christ, Thou Lamb of God                      ELW #196 

 

 
 
 
We depart in silence. 
Those who wish to remain in the sanctuary for a time of meditation and prayer are welcome to do so. 
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LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
The Rev. Jeffrey Mikyska, Presiding Minister 
Steve Mickelson, Assisting Minister 
Alan Spear, Organist 
Leonard Wray, Andrea Gustafson, Nan Phillips, Steve Mickelson, Sue Walz, Dennis Schuett, Readers 
Fred Holch, A/V 
Ryan Grashorn, Leslie Grashorn, Acolytes 
 

 

Easter Sunday, Festival Worship with Holy Communion  9:00am in the Sanctuary 
Easter Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall 
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